HERNE & BROOMFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Office, Herne Centre, St Martin’s View, Herne CT6 7AP
Minutes of the meeting of Herne & Broomfield Parish Council held at the Herne Centre on Thursday 13th June 2024 at 7.30pm, for the purpose of transacting the following business.
Present: 
[bookmark: _Int_iR8hY6Pn]Cllr Davis (Chairman)
[bookmark: _Int_fYprn6kg]Cllr Wilson (Vice Chairman)
Cllr Blatherwick
Cllr Collins
Cllr Davison
Cllr Hill
Cllr Maslin
Cllr Strong
Cllr White
Michele Nicholson (Clerk/RFO)
112/24 To receive apologies for absence and accept reasons.
 Cllr Checksfield, Cllr Harlin, and Cllr Saunders. Apologies and reasons for absence were accepted.
 City Cllr Howes, and City Cllr Jones.
 Cllr Davis said that should Cllr Saunders require a leave of absence exceeding 6 months,
 the parish council would need to grant this as per the Local Government Act 1972 s85.
113/24 To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda and requests for dispensations.
 None.
114/24 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 11th April 2024.
 The minutes were agreed as a correct record.
115/24 To report on matters arising from the minutes, not on the agenda, for information only.
 The clerk reported that she and Cllr Hill had attended an online meeting with Iona Rogulski (Kent 	 County Council (KCC) Transport Planner) on 25th May 2024 regarding School Street Schemes. The 	 parish council will need to contact both the Herne schools to find out whether they would support
 such a scheme. Action: clerk.
 A letter of objection had been sent to Stagecoach Bus regarding the recent changes to the local
 bus timetables.
 The Herne Centre windows have been cleaned. The contractor used extendable poles to do this.
 Openreach will be attending the Herne Centre on 14th June 2024 to install the new telephone
 lines for the VOIP telephones. The telephones will be set-up at a later date.
 Quinn Estates have agreed to purchase and install the noticeboard on the Redrow Estate.
 The parish council will need to order the noticeboard and invoice Quinn Estates for the costs.
 Action: office staff.
 Regarding the grass triangle in Broomfield, the clerk had contacted County Cllr Neil Baker (KCC
 Member for Transport) again but had not received any response. Action: clerk.
 The clerk had contacted Canterbury City Council (CCC) Planning again regarding application
 number 23/00857. The response from CCC Planning was that Planning Enforcement had attended
 the site and confirmed that no work was taking place in relation to the residential use or
 development being considered under the planning application. The only work being undertaken
 was in relation to a storage area.
 Cllr Davis thanked Cllrs Checksfield, White and Wilson for their help with covering the Herne Staff
 during their annual leave.
ADJOURNMENT FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
Draw for 100 Club.
1st: 12, 2nd: 27.
 Cllr Davis said that this would be the last draw for the 100 Club. She thanked everyone that had
 supported the club over the years. Cllr White was thanked for administrating the 100 Club on
 behalf of the parish council.
116/24 Chairman’s Announcements.
 Cllr Davis thanked Cllr Wilson for organising the Commemoration for the 80th Anniversary of D-
 Day and everyone that helped with the event, and Jo McCann, Jackie Keen, Cllr
 Checksfield and Linda Strong for making some of the refreshments.
 She also thanked everyone that helped with the Treasure Hunt on Sunday, especially Jo McCann,
 who organised the event in such a short time.
 Really good feedback regarding both events had been received.
117/24 Police Matters/Crime report.
 PCs Hoffmeister and Beatty were unable to attend the meeting.
 The clerk said that PC Hoffmeister had provided the following report.
 I have now started my new role and as such I am no longer the Beat Officer for Herne Bay. 		 Unfortunately, due to unforeseen circumstances, PC BEATTY has also had to leave Herne Bay. As a 
 result Herne Bay, as well as Whitstable, is temporarily being covered by the Whitstable Beat officer. 	 All being well, there are two new Beat officers due to join the Canterbury CSU towards the end of
 the month. Once they start their new role, I will ask them to make contact so that you have their
 contact details. It has been a pleasure working alongside the Parish Council for the short time I
 have been around, and I hope some of the actions I have taken within the parish have been of
 benefit.
118/24 Warden’s Report.
 Lisa Harrison – Kent County Council (KCC) Community Warden Herne and Broomfield.
 Continues with the usual welfare support throughout the parish.
 Some of the local resident cases that have been dealt with:
· two issues of overgrown hedges which need cutting back.
· barrier complaints and neighbourhood issues.
· mediating two neighbour disputes.
· an issue with persistent dog barking.
· one rogue trader.
· two scams. 
 	 Events supported:
· D-Day 80 commemoration, which was a lovely event.
· Treasure Hunt, which was a fantastic event. It was wonderful to see the community out and about the parish having fun.
 Some of the residents living alongside the Wildlife Area have asked whether it would be opened
 back up again. Cllr Davis explained that it became necessary to close the Wildlife Area due to
 antisocial behaviour. The parish council has yet to decide on whether to reopen it or not. 
119/24 To receive reports from County Cllr Marsh, City Cllr Howes and City Cllr Jones.
 County Cllr Marsh:
 County Cllr Marsh reported that 10 of the extractor fans in the Chestfield tunnels need replacing. 	 A contraflow system has been established, beginning tonight. The works are likely to take 3
 months to complete due to the extractor fans being made to order.
 He thanked Cllr Wilson and the parish council for organising the D-Day 80 event.
120/24	 Clerk’s Report/Correspondence.
 The clerk took annual leave from 22nd until 28th May 2024. She thanked the Admin Assistant for
 covering the parish office. The Amenities Manager took annual leave from 28th until 30th May
 2024. This means that the clerk and Amenities Manager have used the 9 days annual leave
 they were each required to take before 31st May 2024.
 The D-Day 80 event was held on 6th June 2024 and was well attended. Some children from Herne
 Junior School came to sing and to look at the displays. The Art Group provided some amazing
 artwork, which was on show in the small hall. Thank you to Cllr Wilson for co-ordinating this event. 	 Thank you also to everyone that contributed, the members that attended, and to those who
 helped Jackie Keen with the refreshments.
 The Family Treasure Hunt was held on 9th June 2024. The event went well, with great weather.
 The bacon rolls proved very popular, with the kitchen being busy throughout the day. The
 feedback received has been positive, with requests for the event to be repeated next year. People
 enjoyed the opportunity to spend time as a family, exploring the parish. The event raised £400.00,
[bookmark: _Int_D23KwntZ] to be split between the parish council and Macmillan Cancer Support. Thank you to the Admin
 Assistant who worked extremely hard organising the day, especially given the short period of time
 available to do so. Thank you also to the members that attended, and to those who helped Jackie
 Keen with the refreshments.
 The clerk submitted the parish council’s responses to the Canterbury Ward Boundary Review and
 to the Draft Canterbury District Local Plan to 2040. A resident has complained that the
 consultation was not publicised enough, despite it being shared on social media, displayed in the
 Herne Centre and published in the local press. The resident’s main concern was regarding the
 name of Wantsum Ward, which they did not think was appropriate and suggested Hunters Forstal
 as an alternative. The resident also complained that the parish council did not stop CCC increasing
 the parking charges in School Lane Car Park.
 The clerk, Cllr Davis and Cllr Davison attended a meeting with Conor O’Reilly, from Broomfield
 Bikers BMX Club, on 18th May 2024 at Broomfield Community Park. The meeting was arranged to
 discuss the use of the BMX Track and the maintenance of the Community Park. A walk around the
 whole site was undertaken, and various issues highlighted and discussed. There was also some
 discussion regarding the use of the track and having a formal agreement in place.
121/24 Finance.
 To ratify payments made since last meeting:
 Access Insurance (Herne Centre):					£2,945.99
 Joanne McCann (event expenses):					£   173.21
 Carol Davis (event expenses and Land Registry fee):		£     61.90
 Total:									£3,181.10
 Joshua Short (pay), which was omitted from the payment schedule.
 To approve payments presented at this meeting; schedule and bank reconciliation supplied. 
 Payments were approved.
 To report on income received:
 HMRC VAT refund:					£   680.08
 Herne Centre bookings:				£4,153.30
 Card payments received (food and drink sales):	£   807.98
 Allotment rent:					£   880.00
 Cash paid in (various events):			£1,984.45
 Total:							£8,505.81
122/24 To agree and approve the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, the Annual
 Statement of Accounts, and Statement of Internal Control.
 The Annual Governance and Accountability Return, the Annual Statement of Accounts, and
 Statement of Internal Control were agreed and approved. They were duly signed and dated by the
 Chairman and clerk/RFO, with the relevant minute number recorded.
123/24	 To receive the draft minutes of the Environment & Leisure Committee meeting held on
 30th April 2024.
 The draft minutes were received.
124/24	 To receive the draft minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee meeting held on 3rd June
 2024 and discuss any matters arising, and other planning and highways issues.
 The draft minutes were received.
 Cllr Davis reported that she had been contacted by a resident regarding the wooden posts recently
 installed along the verge in front of a property in Canterbury Road. The resident had reported that
 the posts were making it difficult to turn right onto Canterbury Road and causing issues for buses
 pulling into the bus stop. The clerk reported that the resident had contacted the Parish Office and
 the matter had been raised with KCC Highways. The KCC Highways Steward had reported back to
 the clerk that the posts have been installed as per the requirements of KCC Highways.
 Cllr Davis reported that she had been contacted by the resident of 83 Broomfield Road regarding
 the oak tree. The resident had received a letter from the insurance company of a neighbouring
 property demanding that the tree is felled. This cannot be done as the tree is covered by a Tree
 Preservation Order and the planning application submitted to fell the tree had yet to be 
 decided. Cllr Davis had contacted City Cllr Jones, who would be contacting CCC Planning.
 Cllr Davis reported that she had met with the site manager and the representative of the
 developers regarding the development at the Huntsman & Horn Public House. The Japanese
 Knotweed is scheduled to be removed next month. The external construction of the properties
 should be completed by October. It is essential that site traffic enters and exits the development
 from Margate Road only.
125/24	 Reports from council representatives on outside bodies and other organisations.
 None.
126/24 Environmental Issues including Tree & Pond Warden’s Report.
 Cllr Davis reported that Andrew Harvey had suggested putting together a team of volunteers to
 cut back the vegetation surrounding the new trees planted in the Living Henge. She asked
 members whether they would be able to help with this.
127/24	 To discuss the contract and the quotes for the maintenance work to be undertaken at
 Broomfield Community Park.
 A report had been circulated prior to the meeting.
 Members agreed the contract for the maintenance work.
 Members agreed the report recommendations and approved the quotes of £4,500.00 (excl. VAT)
 for the annual maintenance of Broomfield Community Park, and £2,910.00 (excl. VAT) for the
 repairs to the gates and BMX Track. Action: office staff.
128/24	 To discuss the quotes for the repair of the external handrails sited at the front entrance to the
 Herne Centre.
 A report had been circulated prior to the meeting.
 After some discussion members agreed the report recommendations and approved the quote of
 £470.00 (excl. VAT) to resecure the handrails.
 Cllr Blatherwick raised concerns regarding the replacement of the LED tape and the contractor
 who had quoted to undertake the electrical work. The clerk said that it had been difficult to find
 contractors to quote for the work because it was a specialist area, however this will be looked at
 again. Action: office staff.
 Cllr Blatherwick said that if the handrails had not been installed with adequate fixings, then any
 repairs should be the responsibility of the original contractor.
129/24 To discuss the quotes for completing an Electrical Installation Condition Report for the Herne
 Centre.
 A report had been circulated prior to the meeting.
 After some discussion members agreed not to accept the report recommendations and chose to
 approve the quote of £2,882.50 (excl. VAT). Members requested that the contractor is asked
 whether there could be any reduction in the costs quoted. Action: office staff.
130/24 To discuss the quote for amending the Bright HR contract regarding increasing the HR cover to
 include additional members of staff.
 A report had been circulated prior to the meeting.
 Members agreed the report recommendations and approved the quote of £84.85 per month
 (incl. VAT) to increase the HR cover.
 Cllr Davis asked whether the job title of Herne Centre Cleaner could be changed to reflect that
 Jackie Keen also runs the HuB cafe. Action: office staff.
131/24 Members Reports.
 Cllr Strong reported that a resident had contacted him regarding a problem with rats in the area
 of The Meadows and Plough Court. He asked whether this would be a CCC Environmental issue,
 which was confirmed. Action: office staff.
 Cllr Strong raised the issue of parking on the grass triangle in Broomfield. The clerk replied that
 she had contacted County Cllr Neil Baker (KCC Member for Transport) again but had not had a
 reply. She will keep trying. Action: clerk.
 Cllr Strong commented on the response from CCC Planning regarding application number
 23/00857. He said that there is more building work being undertaken than just that of a storage
 area.
 Cllr Blatherwick reported that the hedges around the Herne Centre need cutting back. Cllr Collins
 said that she had tidied up the Herne Centre garden and cleared the weeds. Cllr Hill said that she
 would be able to help at the weekends. Cllr Davis said that she had two other volunteers.
 It was suggested that a working party could be arranged.
 Action: members.
 Cllr Wilson reported that he had received an email from SSAFA. They thanked the parish council
 for inviting SSAFA to the D Day event, which was both enjoyable and very interesting. £72.40 was
 collected for their funds, which will assist case workers in helping their clients. Thank you to all
 those who contributed.
 Cllr Maslin reported overgrown vegetation on the corner of Herne Street and Albion Lane. The
 clerk replied that this had been reported to KCC Highways several times. The KCC Highways
 Steward has confirmed that a job has been raised. Unfortunately, there is no timescale for when
 the work will be done.
 Cllr Davison asked whether any pollution monitoring reports had been received. The clerk replied
 that she had contacted CCC but had not had a reply. Action: clerk.
 Cllr Davison reported that the hedges in Herne Street, alongside the bus stop by church, had been
 cut back.
 Cllr Hill reported that the proposed yellow lines in Norton Avenue have yet to be painted,
 although yellow lines have been painted elsewhere. She reported that vehicles were parking on
 the new yellow lanes in Albion Lane. The clerk said that this would be raised with CCC Parking
 Enforcement. Action: office staff.
132/24 The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on 11th July 2024.
Meeting closed at 8.45pm.
