HERNE & BROOMFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Office, Herne Centre, St Martin’s View, Herne CT6 7AP
Minutes of the meeting of Herne & Broomfield Parish Council held at the Herne Centre on Thursday 11th July 2024 at 7.30pm, for the purpose of transacting the following business.
Present: 
[bookmark: _Int_iR8hY6Pn]Cllr Davis (Chairman)
Cllr Collins
Cllr Davison
Cllr Maslin
Cllr Strong
Cllr White
Michele Nicholson (Clerk/RFO)
133/24 To receive apologies for absence and accept reasons.
 Cllr Blatherwick, Cllr Checksfield, Cllr Harlin, Cllr Hill, Cllr Saunders, and Cllr Wilson. Apologies and
 reasons for absence were accepted.
 City Cllr Jones.
134/24 To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda and requests for dispensations.
 None.
135/24 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 13th June 2024.
 The minutes were agreed as a correct record.
136/24 To report on matters arising from the minutes, not on the agenda, for information only.
 The clerk reported that all the audit documentation had been sent to the external auditors.
 The problem that was raised regarding rats within The Meadows and Plough Court area has
 been reported to Canterbury City Council. The response was that they were unable to do anything
 unless it becomes a matter of public health.
ADJOURNMENT FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
 One member of the public attended but did not speak.
137/24 Chairman’s Announcements.
 Cllr Davis reminded members that the induction of the new vicar at St. Martin’s Church was being
 held on 30th July 2024. She asked members to confirm whether they would be able to attend.
 Cllrs Davis, Davison, and White would attend. The clerk said that she would also be attending.
138/24 Police Matters/Crime report.
 The clerk said that there was a new beat officer for the area, PC James Melia. He will be at the
 Herne Centre on 16th July 2024 for a “Coffee with a Cop” session. He has been asked to confirm
 which of his contact details can be shared.
139/24 Warden’s Report.
 Lisa Harrison – Kent County Council (KCC) Community Warden Herne and Broomfield.
 A report had been circulated prior to the meeting.
 Continues with the usual welfare support throughout the parish.
 I supported the D Day event, which was a fabulous event. It was lovely to see some of our older
 members of the community who are veterans making new friends. A big thank you to Jeremy
 Wilson for all his hard work pulling this event together. I also supported the Community Treasure
 Hunt, which was also a great event. It was lovely to see so many families walking around the
 village hunting for clues, and also some of our older residents enjoying the day too. Having to give
 a big thanks to Joanne McCann for all her hard work pulling this event together.
 Just a few of local resident cases I have dealt with over June 2024.
 Supported 2 x residents to receive Canterbury funding support.  
 Reported that council grass cutting was missed.
 Supported 2 x resident to access care.
 Support 1 x resident with ongoing hoarding issues.
 Support 1 x resident to access hospital transport.
 Reporting to other services and supporting residents with following.
 4 x overgrown bushes.
 3 x rogue traders.
 1 x nuisance dog.
 2 x parking issues.
 3 x neighbourhood disputes.
 1 x motorcycle issue in Cherry Orchard.
 1 x scam.
 Various potholes have been reported. 
 I think that is it for June…
140/24 To receive reports from County Cllr Marsh, City Cllr Howes and City Cllr Jones.
 County Cllr Marsh:
 County Cllr Marsh provided a written report regarding Kent County Council’s (KCC) Environment
 and Circular Economy Division achievements for 2023/24. This provided facts and figures regarding 	 how KCC were supporting nature recovery, and connection with nature and heritage. He asked
 that this was circulated to all the members.
 There was £1000.00 of his Members Grant available to support the Friends of Herne Mill. He
 was having difficulties with sending them the necessary forms, and asked the clerk if she would be 	 able to assist with this. The clerk agreed to contact the secretary. Action: clerk.
 County Cllr Marsh said that with the recent changes in government planning matters could
 become more challenging.
141/24	 Clerk’s Report/Correspondence.
 A response has been received from KCC Cllr Neil Baker regarding the issues with the grass triangle
 by Broomfield Pond. KCC do not have the resources to install any signage, however the parish
 council can apply for a Cultivation Licence to plant shrubs. Any shrubs planted would be the
 responsibility of the parish council. The response was reported at the Planning & Highways
 Committee meeting on 1st July 2024. Members agreed to apply for a cultivation licence.
 Action: clerk.
 A response has been received from Richard Jenkins (CCC Senior Transportation Officer) regarding
 the unpainted yellow lines. The requests for Albion Lane/Norton Avenue and Gorse Lane were
 implemented with amendments (Albion Lane only and one side of Gorse Lane). The requests for
 Kingsfield Road/Ellis Way, Peartree Road, and Mill Lane/Kingsfield Road were not implemented at
 all. This was due to objections to the Annual Parking Review consultation being received. The
 request for Hillbrow Avenue was implemented fully.
 An update regarding the KCC Consultation for Kent Mills has been received, with 87% of the
 responses disagreeing with the proposal. County Cllr Robert Thomas (KCC Cabinet Member for
 Environment) and Simon Jones (KCC Corporate Director for Growth, Environment and Transport)
 have now put forward a proposal for consideration by the Environment and Transport Cabinet.
 The meeting was held on Tuesday 9th July. The Cabinet Committee was asked to consider and
 endorse or make recommendations to the Cabinet Member for Environment regarding the
 proposed decision that:
  1. KCC should seek to divest itself of the windmills it currently owns by a method that ensures that
 the windmills have a sustainable future in which they are appropriately cared for and maintained
 as community assets, and that 
 2. The Heritage Conservation Strategy is updated to this effect.
 Friends of the Mill committee have contacted the members concerned, to voice their
 disappointment that the wishes of those who responded to the consultation appear to have been
 ignored. They have also asked how KCC will achieve option 1, above.
 County Cllr Marsh invited County Cllr Thomas to attend the meeting, but he is unable to do so.
 County Cllr Thomas has said that he is prepared to meet with the parish council at another date,
 should it wish to do so. Action: clerk.
 Concerns have been raised regarding what appears to be a vehicular access being installed from
 the Strode Farm development on to Lower Herne Road, opposite Home Farm. This has been
 reported to Kelly Tonkin (CCC Principal Planning Officer) who has replied that the developers have
 confirmed that works being undertaken are excavation works for the spine road. In addition, there
 has been a complaint regarding construction vehicles leaving mud on Canterbury Road. This has
 also been reported to Kelly Tonkin. Both issues have been passed on to City Cllrs Howes and Jones.
 An update meeting is scheduled to take place on 18th July 2024.
 Regarding 83 Broomfield Road, planning application 23/01443 - to fell the oak tree, has been
 withdrawn. Planning application 24/00730 has still not been decided. Regarding The Paddocks,
 Ford Road, planning application 23/00857 has still not been decided.
 The permanent Herne Centre staff and Admin Assistant have been added to the Bright HR system.
 Once the staff have registered, they will be able to manage their annual leave etc.
 The Admin Assistant is working through all the parish council policies and updating where
 necessary. These will be added to the council agenda throughout the year in order that they are
 reviewed every two years.
 The new VOIP telephones are still being set up. The Herne Centre now has its own telephone
 number, which is fully operational and being advertised. The number is 01227 204325. The
 switching across of the parish office telephone number has been postponed. This is to allow for
 clarification regarding whether the new router provided will support the Herne Centre security
 system or the current router will support the VOIP telephones.
 The clerk reported that the official re- opening of the children’s play area in Cherry Orchard is
 scheduled for 24th July 2024 at 3.30pm. Members were asked to confirm whether they would be
 able to attend. Cllrs Davis and White confirmed that they would be able to attend. Action: clerk.
142/24 Finance.
 To ratify payments made since last meeting:
 Better Bounce (new bouncy castle):			£1,062.20
 To approve payments presented at this meeting; schedule and bank reconciliation supplied. 
 Payments were approved.
 To report on income received:
 Herne Centre bookings:				£3,185.85
 Card payments received (food and drink sales):	£1,617.69
 100 Club membership:				£    240.00
 Canterbury City Council:				£    520.00
 Bank interest received:				£   679.76
 Total:							£6,027.30
143/24 To receive the draft minutes of the Finance & Resources Committee meeting held on 20th June 
 2024.
 The draft minutes were received.
144/24	 To receive the draft minutes of the Herne Centre Committee meeting held on 27th June 2024
 and to discuss any matters arising.
 To discuss the current situation regarding the Herne Centre heating system.
 The draft minutes were received.
 The clerk reported that she was working on putting together a response regarding the issues
 with the heating. She has been going through all the paperwork and correspondence to clarify
 the facts, before submitting the response. Action: clerk.
145/24	 To receive the draft minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee meeting held on 1st July
 2024 and to discuss any matters arising, and other planning and highways issues.
 The draft minutes were received.
 Cllr Strong reported that the main issues raised were regarding the Strode Farm development.
 These were what appears to be the construction of a vehicular access on to Lower Herne Road
 and heavy vehicles continuing to use Lower Herne Road.
 Cllr Davis reported that the resident at 83 Broomfield Road was very grateful to the parish
 council for its support objecting to the planning application to fell the oak tree at her property.
 Cllr Collins asked why for some planning applications the response from members was that they
 neither supported nor objected to the application. Cllr Strong replied that this was used when
 members of the committee did not have strong views either supporting or objecting to the
 application. The clerk said that this was one of the response options on the Canterbury City
 Council (CCC) planning portal.
 Cllr Davison requested that CCC are contacted regarding what their policy is for contacting
 properties neighbouring those making a planning application, and whether this has changed.
 There appears to be an increase in the number of residents not being informed of this.
 Action: clerk.
146/24	 Reports from council representatives on outside bodies and other organisations.
 None.
147/24 Environmental Issues including Tree & Pond Warden’s Report.
 	 Cllr Collins reported that the Huntsman & Horn Public House had donated £200.00 to the Friends
 of Broomfield & Herne Ponds. Cllr Collins had spoken to the Chairman of the group, who had
 confirmed that the committee had agreed to the next phase of works. Cllr Davis said that it would
 be necessary to schedule the works at the correct time of year.
 Cllr Davison reported that she had been invited to attend a meeting with City Cllr Robert Jones
 and CCC at Curtis Wood Park, regarding the future works to be undertaken. Cllr Davison will be
 unable to attend and City Cllr Rob Jones has asked for a representative from the parish council.
 She asked that the clerk clarifies the details of the meeting with City Cllr Jones and circulates to
 the members. Action: office staff.
148/24 To discuss the quotes for setting up Microsoft 365 Business for the Amenities Manager and
 Amenities Assistant. 
 The quotes for setting up Microsoft 365 Business for the Amenities Manager and Amenities
 Assistant were circulated prior to the meeting.
 After a short discussion members agreed to the quotes. Action: Herne Centre staff.
149/24 To discuss the proposals to host two events through Applause Rural Touring.
 The clerk explained that the parish council had been contacted by Applause Rural Touring, who
 are an organisation that promotes the arts in rural settings. They have been given grant funding
 to promote events across the rural communities within the Canterbury area.
 The first of the two events proposed was an Eco themed puppet show called Stories in the Dust.
 The suggested ticket price was £8.00 per adult and £5.50 per child, with refreshments available to
 purchase. Applause also offers a puppet making workshop that could be included, at £2.00 per
 child. The event would be on 29th September 2024.
 There was some discussion regarding the proposed ticket prices for the puppet show, with some
 members concerned that they would be too expensive. The clerk replied that the ticket prices
 were a suggestion and could be reduced.
 The second event was an Elvis Musical and Comedy Show. The suggested ticket price was £12.00
 per adult and £10.00 per child, with drinks available to purchase from the bar. Members did not
 have any concerns with the ticket prices for this event. The event would be on 11th October 2024
 in the evening. There was some discussion regarding the event, and it was agreed in principle.
 Members requested that more information is provided regarding both events before making
 any further decisions. The clerk replied that the information would be sent out to all the members.
 Action: office staff.
150/24 To consider the tree Species List proposed by Kent County Council regarding the 500 whips
 scheduled to be planted at Broomfield Community Park.
 The tree Species List had been circulated prior to the meeting.
 Cllr Davis provided her recommendations as Tree & Pond Warden. These were not having either
 blackthorn or buckthorn. Although both are valuable for wildlife, both are invasive and have sharp
 thorns, which can cause a bad reaction if there is contact with the skin. The seed kernels of
 blackthorn are harmful if eaten by dogs, rabbits & rodents. The buckthorn is potentially harmful to
 dogs if eaten. The berries of the buckthorn are slightly poisonous and can irritate the skin, as can
 the bark. It is advised that people should wear gloves and other protective equipment when
 handling. Neither is ideal for a community park that has a lot of youngsters visit, as well as regular
 dog walkers. Blackthorn and buckthorn were not included in the hedge planted in 2022 for that
 reason.
 Members agreed to the tree Species List, with the amendments recommended by Cllr Davis.
 Cllr Maslin asked whether volunteers would be needed to help with the planting, which was
 confirmed.
151/24 To approve the updated Standing Orders for the parish council.
 The draft update Standing Orders for the parish council had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
 The clerk explained that the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) has updated the Model
 Standing Orders, with several changes and additions. Cllr Davis asked whether some of the
 clauses were necessary. After some discussion members agreed to make further
 amendments and to defer approval until the next council meeting. Action: office staff.
152/24 To approve the following updated policies: High Consequence of Infectious Disease, Asset
 Management, Lone Working, and Remote Meetings.
 Members approved the High Consequence of Infectious Disease policy but asked that an
 explanation regarding some of the medical terminology is included.
 Members approved the Asset Management policy.
 Members approved the Lone Working policy. Cllr White suggested that a different code word was
 used to avoid confusion. Cllr Davis raised questions regarding working in confined spaces and
 working from home. The clerk replied that the definition of a confined space would be the storage
 cupboard in the main hall or the loft. The clerk explained that it was everyone's responsibility to
 ensure that they were working in a safe environment, including those working from home. Health
 & Safety legislation states that the organisation and every individual involved with it are
 responsible for all matters relating to Health & Safety. It was agreed to add councillors to the list
 of Lone Workers and to use gender neutral language.
 Members approved the Remote Meetings policy.
153/24 Members Reports.
 Cllr Davison asked if posters for the Community Fun Day on 14th July could be put up in the Herne
 Centre.
 Cllr White said that she would be contacting the 100 Club members soon to notify them of its
 closure and to arrange for the refunding of membership fees.
 	 Cllr Davis reported that she had handed over the editing of the Herne & Broomfield Community
 	 newsletter to Cllr White. 
154/24 The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on 8th August 2024.


Meeting closed at 8.45pm.
