HERNE & BROOMFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Office, Herne Centre, St Martin’s View, Herne CT6 7AP
Minutes of the meeting of the Herne & Broomfield Parish Council Planning & Highways Committee meeting held at the Herne Centre on Thursday 1st August 2024 at 7.30pm, for the purpose of transacting the following business.
Present:
Cllr Blatherwick (Chairman)
Cllr Checksfield
Cllr Hill
Cllr White
Cllr Wilson
Michele Nicholson (Clerk/RFO)
1. To receive apologies for absence and accept reasons.
Cllr Strong. Apologies and reasons for absence were accepted.
2. [bookmark: _Int_Tsg0FXWi]To receive declarations of interest on items on the Agenda and requests for dispensations.
Cllr White regarding application 24/01243: 22 School Lane, as she is the applicant.
3. To confirm the minutes of the planning meeting held on 1st July 2024.
The minutes were approved as a correct record.
4. To report on matters arising from the minutes, not on the agenda, for information only.
The clerk reported that an Ecology Report had been completed regarding application 23/00857: The Paddocks, Ford Road.
Regarding the Strode Farm development, Canterbury City Council (CCC) Planning has confirmed that there will be no vehicular accesses on to Lower Herne Road. The Site Manager has been contacted regarding heavy vehicles using Lower Herne Road and the contractors have been reminded not to use this route.
The form to apply for a Cultivation Licence regarding the grass triangle at the junction of Broomfield Road and Ford Road has been requested. The clerk asked members whether they wanted another form submitted for the grass triangle in Lower Herne Road. Members agreed to apply for a Cultivation Licence for this area too.
All the overgrown areas of vegetation that have been reported to Kent County Council (KCC) Highways should have been cut by now.

ADJOURNMENT FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
To allow members of the public to speak about items on the agenda.
Eight members of the public were present.
Three spoke to object to application 24/01080: 10 Ridgeway Road.
Hard core has been piled on top of the natural ground level to a height of approximately 1 metre, and fences, trees and shrubs have been removed. The proposed patio, combined with the removal of the trees and shrubs, and the natural gradient of the ground, will increase the existing problems with surface water flooding to neighbouring properties in the winter. The application does not give any indication of the overall height, which is likely to be nearly three metres, or the impact on wildlife present in the vicinity. Great crested newts and slow worms are present in the gardens, which are protected species. The balcony that is being constructed appears to be a juliet balcony and not as proposed in the previously approved planning application.
One spoke to object to application 24/01098: 24 Woodrow Chase.
The extension is very close to the boundary, with the guttering overhanging into the neighbouring property. The original structure was a wooden lean-to, smaller than the extension that has been built. The builders went on to the neighbouring property during construction without permission. It will not be possible to maintain the extension without access from the neighbouring property.
	Reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Comments on or by

	24/01080
	10 Ridgeway Road
	Variation of condition 2 (drawings) of planning permission CA/23/00386 for the (Single-storey side extensions, alterations to roof including roof extension, dormer windows to front and rear, balcony to rear, and demolition of existing garage and conservatory); to allow external patio with level threshold including boundary treatments.
	02/08/24

	
	
	Members objected to this application.
Members raised concerns regarding drainage, the visual intrusion, and loss of amenity and light, to the detriment of neighbouring properties. The resulting raised patio would in effect create a viewing platform, impacting the privacy of both the applicant and the neighbouring properties. The overall height of the patio and fence would be approximately 3 metres.
Members also raised concerns that the development was right up to the boundary and whether suitable foundations had been installed. The patio would require a retaining wall to be constructed sufficient to support the patio. This should be reviewed by CCC Building Control.
Members were very concerned that great crested newts and slow worms are present in the area as they are both protected species. An environmental survey should be undertaken.
Members requested that CCC Planning undertake a site visit to understand the concerns that have been raised. The patio should be constructed at the natural ground level and a restriction placed on its size.
Members asked the clerk to contact City Cllr Howes and City Cllr Jones. They asked the clerk to contact CCC Planning to establish the situation regarding building control and having an environmental assessment.
	

	24/01098
	24 Woodrow Chase
	Retrospective application for single-storey side extension following demolition of existing conservatory.
	02/08/24

	
	
	Members objected to this application.
Members raised concerns regarding the proximity of the extension to the boundary and that the guttering overhangs the neighbouring property. The extension that has been built does not appear to be on the same footprint as the previous lean-to conservatory, contrary to what is indicated in the plans. The previous conservatory did not exceed the applicant’s boundary line, unlike the extension that has been built.
Members also raised concerns regarding the impact on the privacy of neighbouring properties.
Members requested that CCC Planning undertake a site visit.
The clerk was asked to contact City Cllr Howes and City Cllr Jones.
	

	24/01081
	Strode Farm, Lower Herne Road
	Details submitted pursuant to condition 8 (brief detail) and 9 of planning permission CA//15/01317/OUT.
	02/08/24

	
	
	Members supported this application.
Members were very pleased that the proposed vehicular accesses on to Lower Herne Road have been removed, in favour of Active Travel routes for pedestrians and cyclist. Active Travel routes will create better connectivity and community cohesion, providing safer routes to Herne village centre and the local schools. Motorcycle access prevention measures will need to be put in place.
Members were also pleased with the revised phasing.
	

	24/01164
	Strode Farm, Lower Herne Road
	Details submitted pursuant to condition 10 (Open Space Strategy) of planning permission CA//15/01317 OUT.
	23/08/24

	
	
	Members supported this application.
Members did raise concerns regarding the siting of the Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play (NEAP). Siting it adjacent to the pedestrian underpass, might not necessarily be ideal.
	

	24/01243
	22 School Lane
	5 day exemption, remove overhanging dead Ivy Clad branches from public footpath.
	

	
	
	Members supported this application.
Members agreed with the Tree Warden’s comments.
Yes, these dead ivy covered branches, although valuable to wildlife, need removing as they are a danger to pedestrians using the footpath. As it has a 5 day exception permission is not required. However, it would be good if the branches could be used to create a ground level wildlife habitat.
	

	21/00158
	Land at Hillborough, South of Highfields Avenue
	Outline application for up to 350 dwellings and associated infrastructure with all matters reserved except access.
	09/08/24

	
	
	Members neither supported nor objected to this application.
Members raised concerns that the roads and roundabouts in the area of the Altira site would not have sufficient capacity for the traffic generated by the additional housing. Access to the development site would be difficult both during construction and for the residents that move there. The increased traffic could have a detrimental impact on the wider area if the housing on the development becomes occupied before the Herne Relief Road is completed. More consideration needs to be given to the transport strategy for the site.
Members supported the objections raised and submitted by residents.
	

	24/01190
	14 Swallow Court
	Application for lawful development certificate for replacement of wooden double glazed windows and doors to the front with uPVC windows and doors.
	

	
	
	Members objected to this application.
Members commented that the windows and doors should be replaced with windows and doors of the same materials.
Members raised concerns that as the property is within a conservation area the proposal would be out of keeping with neighbouring properties. Members agreed that this application should be refused, as per previous applications of this type, in this area.
	

	24/00803
	The Willows, Hoopers Lane
	Two-storey front, side and rear extension following demolition of carport.
	14/08/24

	
	
	Members supported this application.
Members commented that the amended plans were of a much better design and would be less overbearing to neighbouring properties.
	


Any applications submitted prior to the meeting will be considered:
24/01190 14 Swallow Court.
24/00803 The Willows, Hoopers Lane.
Details above.
Correspondence received:
None.
Applications approved by C.C.C.:
24/00976 Land at Herne Bay Golf Course, Thanet Way A2990.
24/00462 A299/A291 Junction, A291 Canterbury Road.
24/00807 15 Upper Free Down.
24/00730 83 Broomfield Road.
24/00900 Waltersville, Bullockstone Road.
24/00931 Bullockstone Farm, Bullockstone Road.
24/00404 13 Sondes Close.
24/00886 Strode Farm, Lower Herne Road.
Applications refused by C.C.C.:
24/00914 Rear of 69 Broomfield Road.
Applications withdrawn:
23/01443 83 Broomfield Road.
To discuss any Highways issues:
Cllr Blatherwick said that she was concerned about both Bullockstone Road and Lower Herne Road being closed at the same time. The clerk was asked to contact KCC Highways regarding better coordination of road closures in order to maintain access for residents. Action: office staff.


Meeting closed at 9.00pm.

