HERNE & BROOMFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Office, Herne Centre, St Martin’s View, Herne CT6 7AP
Minutes of the meeting of Herne & Broomfield Parish Council held at the Herne Centre on Thursday 12th September 2024 at 7.30pm, for the purpose of transacting the following business.
Present: 
[bookmark: _Int_iR8hY6Pn]Cllr Davis (Chairman)
Cllr Blatherwick
Cllr Collins
Cllr Davison
Cllr Hill
Cllr Maslin
Cllr Strong
Cllr White
Michele Nicholson (Clerk/RFO)
174/24 To receive apologies for absence and accept reasons.
 Cllr Checksfield, Cllr Harlin, and Cllr Wilson. Apologies and reasons for absence were accepted.
 City Cllr Jones.
175/24 To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda and requests for dispensations.
 None.
176/24 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 8th August 2024.
 The minutes were agreed as a correct record.
177/24 To report on matters arising from the minutes, not on the agenda, for information only.
 The clerk reported that the Cultivation Licence applications for the grass triangles in Broomfield
 Road and Lower Herne Road had been refused. Kent County Council (KCC) has been asked for
 some other options.
 The KCC Members Grant towards the electrical works at the Herne Centre had been applied for. 
 The forms to amend the signatories for the Co-operative Bank had been submitted. The parish
 council’s other accounts will need to be amended.
 The new bouncy castle had been delivered and the old one sold for £200.00.
 In response to the question raised by Cllr Blatherwick regarding the Bison crossings (Planning
 application 22/01637), the clerk reported that the planning application had been approved.
 Cllr Davis reported that the water leak in Herne Street had been repaired earlier than expected.
ADJOURNMENT FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
One member of the public was present, Victoria Binstead, regarding agenda item 191/24.
178/24	 Chairman’s Announcements.
 Cllr Davis reminded members that the Thank You Tea will be on 6th October 2024 from 3pm
 until 5pm, before the next council meeting. Members were asked to attend if they could, to show
 the parish council’s gratitude to its volunteers. The provision of any refreshments would also be
 greatly appreciated. Members were asked to contact the Admin Assistant with details of what
 they would be able to provide.
 Cllr Davis said that for any members interested in local history, Herne & Broomfield Local History
 Group would be having a special meeting in the main hall at the Herne Centre on 1st October
 2024, with lots of local records, etc. available. 
 Visitors pay just £3 or £10 for an annual subscription.
Item 190/24 was brought forward at this point.
179/24	 Police Matters/Crime report. Circulated prior to meeting if received.
 No report had been received.
180/24	 Warden’s Report. Circulated prior to meeting if received.
 Lisa Harrison, the KCC Community Warden was on extended leave.
181/24	 To receive reports from County Cllr Marsh, City Cllr Howes and City Cllr Jones.
 	 County Cllr Marsh
 County Cllr Marsh reported that everything was in place for Remembrance Sunday on 10th
 November 2024, including the buffet lunch following the service.
 KCC Highways had been contacted regarding the potholes in Braggs Lane and whether the road
 would be repaired.
 He said that he was concerned about the withdrawal of the Winter Fuel Payment heating
 allowance for pensioners who are not claiming Pension Credit.
 	 Proposed changes to the way the disability benefits allowance is calculated had been discussed at
 the KCC full council meeting held on 12th September 2024. It was agreed not to make any changes
 at the current time. It is hoped that between now and March 2025 money would be provided
 from central government.
182/24	 Clerk’s Report/Correspondence. Circulated prior to meeting.
 Staff holidays: Amenities Assistant 9th until 19th September 2024 and Clerk 16th until 27th
 	 September 2024.
 The parish council is continuing to receive complaints regarding heavy vehicles using Lower Herne
 Road, and now School Lane/Broomfield Road. These complaints are being reported to CCC
 Planning and the city and county councillors. There have also been complaints regarding a
 member of the site staff parking in the Canterbury Road service road. This person has also been
 changing their clothes in full view of the residents there. This has been reported.
 The parish office and Herne Centre staff are collating information about all the maintenance issues
 that have been raised regarding the centre. More have been identified, in addition to the ongoing
 heating problems.
 Upcoming events: volunteers will be needed for the Eco Show on 29th September 2024 and the
 Thank You Tea on 6th October 2024. Help will be needed with setting up and clearing away, and
 with the refreshments. If you cannot be there for the whole duration of the event, a couple of
 hours help would be greatly appreciated. If you cannot be there at all, the provision of some of the
 refreshments would be a great help too. Two people will also be needed to collect the staging
 from Herne Junior School. These events need the additional support of members, otherwise the
 Herne Centre staff will have to be paid to attend. The Thank You Tea especially is the parish
 council thanking its volunteers for all that they do and should be staffed by members.
 External Audit: Mazars, the external auditor required more information regarding the variance in
 figures compared to the previous financial year, as the variances were not within the 15%
 allowance that they set. Eventually, the auditors were satisfied with the explanations provided
 and the parish council now awaits the final report. From comments that have been posted on the
 clerk forums, Forvis Mazars appear to be far more particular than PKF Littlejohn.
 Cllr Strong said that he would be able to help at the Thank You Tea.
183/24	 Finance.
 To ratify payments made since last meeting.
 Kealy Ward-Shaw (expenses): £91.55
 To approve payments presented at this meeting; schedule and bank reconciliation supplied.
 Payments were approved.
 To report on income received.
 Herne Centre bookings:				£4,061.78
 Card payments received (food and drink sales):	£1,180.40
 Sale of the old bouncy castle:			£    200.00
 Total:							£5,442.18
184/24	 To receive the draft minutes of the Environment & Leisure Committee meeting held on
 29th August 2024.
 The draft minutes were received.
185/24	 To receive the draft minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee meeting held on 5th
 September 2024 and to discuss any matters arising, and other planning and highways issues.
 The draft minutes were received.
 Cllr Blatherwick reported that a reserved matters planning application had been received
 regarding Phase B of the Strode Farm development. The application included matters in respect of
 drainage and utilities. The information provided indicated that there would not be any gas supply
 and that the other utilities would be provided by one single company GTC-UK. The properties
 would be supplied with air source heat pumps, and there would be a pumping station for waste
 water and an electricity substation. Cllr Blatherwick raised concerns regarding the lagoon and
 whether it would be fenced.
 A response had been received from County Cllr Neil Baker (KCC Cabinet Member for Highways &
 Transport) regarding the issues with heavy vehicles driving through the parish. He proposed
 the possibility of setting up a Lorry Watch Scheme, where residents can record details of the
 vehicles. Members agreed to investigate the Lorry Watch Scheme further. Action: office staff.
 Cllr Davis reported that she had been contacted by the media on 14th August 2024 regarding the
 School Lane Car Park parking charge increase. They asked for the parish council’s comments. The
 income from the car park had doubled, despite only 30% usage. Although there is not an overnight
 charge, local businesses are affected during the daytime, for example Herne Post Office,
 St. Martin’s Church, and the Herne Centre.
 Cllr Davis reported that the potholes in Braggs Lane had been partially patch repaired. There are
 still potholes not repaired, with one being 5m x 8m in size. Despite the KCC Highways notice
 stating that the road would be closed from 8am until 4pm, the work was completed in
 approximately an hour. Also, residents were not notified that the works were due to be done.
186/24	 Reports from council representatives on outside bodies and other organisations.
 Cllr White reported that she had attended the Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC) Kent Area
 meeting on 2nd September 2024. There had been a presentation by Kent Resilience Forum
 regarding emergency planning.
187/24 Environmental Issues including Tree & Pond Warden’s Report.
 Cllr Davis reported that a resident had contacted her regarding an injured duck at Broomfield
 Pond. Cllr Davis contacted a couple of people who could potentially help and had left messages.
 She was not sure whether the duck had been dealt with.
 Cllr Davis reported that there would be 500 trees to plant at Broomfield Community Park during
 National Tree Week, sourced through KCC Plan Tree. Volunteers would be needed to assist
 volunteers from Kent Stour Countryside Partnership, once dates had been agreed. After a short
 discussion members agreed to set 23rd and 24th November 2024 as the dates for the tree planting.
 Action: parish council and Kent Stour Countryside Partnership.
[bookmark: _Int_s6994tkr] Cllr Davis thanked Cllr Collins for the work completed in the Herne Centre garden, with the
 assistance of Gillian Skinner and Tim Blatherwick.
188/24 To approve the updated Financial Regulations for the parish council.
 The updated Financial Regulations had been circulated prior to the meeting.
 The clerk went through some further amendments.
 Members approved the Financial Regulations with the additional amendments.
 5 members voted to agree and 3 abstained.
 Some members had been unable to read through the Financial Regulations thoroughly enough.
189/24 To approve the updated Health & Safety policy.
 The updated Health & Safety policy was circulated prior to the meeting. 
 Members approved the updated Health & Safety policy.
 6 members voted to agree and 2 abstained.
 Some members had been unable to read through the Health & Safety policy thoroughly enough.
190/24	 To discuss the co-option of a new councillor.
 Cllr Davis reported that she and Cllrs Blatherwick, and Wilson had interviewed Victoria Binstead 
 on 10th September 2024.
 She said that the recommendation of the interview panel was that Victoria Binstead be co-opted
 on to the parish council.
 Members all agreed to co-opt Victoria Binstead on to the parish council.
 Victoria signed the Acceptance of Office form in the presence of the clerk and members.
 She was welcomed to the council and joined the meeting.
191/24 To discuss the results of the Electrical Installation Certificate Report (EICR) and what action
 needs to be taken.
 This item will be preceded by a resolution Under Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act
 1960, to exclude the public and press due to the confidential nature of the business being
 discussed.
 As there were no members of the public present the resolution was not required.
 The results of the EICR had been circulated prior to the meeting.
 The EICR identified 28 observations and recommendations, 11 of which were potentially serious.
 The overall rating was recorded as unsatisfactory. Many of the issues identified related to
 incorrect installation and should have been highlighted in the initial EICR. Now awaiting quotes
 to complete the remedial works.
 The clerk reported that a quote of £600.00 (excl. VAT) had been received regarding the cleaning
 of everything above head height. This will include the lights, air conditioning unit filters, the
 Monodraught filters, and the fixing of the loose acoustic boards. The work would require the use
 of a mobile tower. Members agreed to accept the quote of £600.00 (excl. VAT) for the works.
 The clerk reported on the current situation regarding the other maintenance issues at the Herne
 Centre. External advice has been sought to identify any other potential issues and to assist with
 the formulation of an action plan. Action: Herne Centre and office staff.
 Cllr Davis reported that the loose handrail sited at the front of the Herne Centre had now been
 hit by a car. The clerk said that the handrail was bent but was no longer loose.
192/24 Members Reports.
 Cllr White reported that she had managed to put together the most recent edition of the Herne &
 Broomfield Community News newsletter. She thanked Cllr Davis for finalising it and getting it sent
 to the printers. The newsletters had been distributed.
193/24 The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on 10th October 2024.



Meeting closed at 8.55pm.
