HERNE & BROOMFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Office, Herne Centre, St Martin’s View, Herne CT6 7AP
Minutes of the meeting of the Herne & Broomfield Parish Council Planning & Highways Committee meeting held at the Herne Centre on Thursday 6th March 2025 at 7.30pm, for the purpose of transacting the following business.
Present:
Cllr Blatherwick (Chairman)
Cllr Wilson (Vice-chairman)
Cllr Checksfield
Michele Nicholson (Clerk/RFO)
1. To receive apologies for absence and accept reasons.
Cllr Hill, Cllr Strong and Cllr White. Apologies and reasons for absence were accepted.
2. [bookmark: _Int_Tsg0FXWi]To receive declarations of interest on items on the Agenda and requests for dispensations.
It was noted that the property relating to planning application 25/00261, was owned by
Cllr Davison’s husband and his sister.
3. To confirm the minutes of the planning meeting held on 6th February 2025.
The minutes were approved as a correct record.
4. To report on matters arising from the minutes, not on the agenda, for information only.
Double yellow line requests: the junction of Margate Road and The Meadows has been referred to the Joint Transport Board meeting to be held on 18th March as objections had been received. The lines have been painted at the junction of Hawe Farm Way and Broomfield Road, and the junction of Pigeon Lane and Windmill Road. The request for Lindridge Close has been submitted.
24/01846 233 Canterbury Road: this application was referred to Canterbury City Council (CCC) Planning Committee on 4th March 2025 for a decision. The application was granted.
ADJOURNMENT FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
To allow members of the public to speak about items on the agenda.
No members of the public were present.
	Reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Comments on or by

	25/00190
	62 Pigeon Lane
	Two-storey side extension together with replacement porch and cladding to dwelling following demolition of existing garage and car port
	07/03/25

	
	
	Members neither supported nor objected to this application. 
Members made no comments.
	

	25/00201
	67 Broomfield Road
	Single-storey extension and patio area following demolition of existing garage
	07/03/25

	
	
	Members neither supported nor objected to this application. 
Members made no comments.
	

	25/00200
	15 Ruskins View
	T1 Horse chestnut located in rear garden - 2m crown reduction
	

	
	
	This application had been decided prior to the meeting.
Members supported this application.
Members agreed with the Tree Warden’s comments.
No objection to reducing the crown, however there is a high possibility that birds are already nesting in the ivy. It would have been appreciated if the sketch plan provided had been clearer.
	

	25/00261
	The Glade, 48A Herne Street
	Change of use from former care home to residential dwelling.
	21/03/25

	
	
	Members neither supported nor objected to this application. 
Members made no comments.
	

	25/00274
	The Lavenders, Canterbury Road
	T1- Oak tree located in the rear garden. To remove any epicormic growth from around the base of the tree.
To climb the tree all over and carry out a 25-30% crown thin. To remove the lowest limb from the right side of the tree and remove the lowest limb on the left side to balance
	

	
	
	This application had been decided prior to the meeting.
Members supported this application.
Members agreed with the Tree Warden’s comments.
No objection to the proposed work if done by a professional tree surgeon and outside of the bird nesting season, which has already begun.
	

	25/00294
	87 Broomfield Road
	Single-storey rear and side extension following demolition of existing single-storey rear extension and garage to the side
	21/03/25

	
	
	Members neither supported nor objected to this application.
Members commented that due to previous settlement problems and remedial foundation works, the foundations of the proposed extension would need to be at an equivalent depth.
Members also commented that the proposed extension appears to be very close to the boundary of the neighbouring property. This would mean that it would be difficult to construct without gaining access from the neighbouring property.
	

	25/00287
	Herne Windmill, Mill Lane
	Application for Listed Building Consent for external and internal alterations including removal windmill cap,
weathering cap to be fitted across top of smock, replacement of weather beam across front of cap, with additional ties and framing, reconstruction of fantail outrigger structure to replace rotten timber and reassembly of fantail and shutter control pully, reassembly cap to top of windmill and erection of stocks, clamps and sweep frames together with new coating of tar weatherproofing to timber cladding of smock and cap.
	21/03/25

	
	
	Members supported this application.
Members commented that they were very pleased to see that these works were finally being done. It was hoped that the works would be completed as soon as possible.
	

	25/00313
	2 Walcot Place
	Single-storey side and rear extension to existing garage
	28/03/25

	
	
	Members neither supported nor objected to this application.
Members raised concerns that the proposed development could be used as a separate dwelling. Members asked that should this application be approved, a condition regarding permitted development rights is applied to ensure that it remains part of the existing dwelling.
	

	25/00359
	70 Woodrow Chase
	TPO No 3 2004, T1 - To crown reduce Sycamore tree by 25% in height and shape sides accordingly, T2 - To sectionally fell to ground level Ash tree with significant damage to the cambium layer at the base of the tree, T3 - To sectionally fell to ground level Sycamore tree as the tree has a large scar at the base , T4 & T5 - To sectionally fell to ground level 2 Ash trees on rear side boundary as the trees have ash dieback T6 - To sectionally fell to ground level Ash tree behind T1 in rear garden as the tree has ash dieback, G1 - To sectionally fell to ground level group of Ash and Sycamore trees behind summerhouse in rear garden
	04/04/25

	
	
	Members supported this application.
Members agreed with the Tree Warden’s comments.
These trees have been neglected for some time, and it looks like any past work to the trees was not done by a professional. Feel that the photos supplied were not adequate as they were dark and did not identify which tree was which.
Unless any of these trees are dangerous and need urgent work, they should be left until after the bird nesting season, which has already begun.
T1: have no problem with this work being carried out but should be done by a professional tree surgeon.
T2: no objection.
T3: no objection.
T4 & T5: although these trees are reported to have Ash Dieback, some trees can survive many years, before needing to be felled. Suggest crown reduction, to help reduce the number of trees that are all being felled at once, which will help reduce the likelihood of heave to the nearby properties.
T6: if this tree is proved to be at high risk of failure, then cannot object, due to safety concerns.
G1: these trees are unlikely to thrive in this position. Perhaps the best tree can be retained.
Concerned that felling so many trees at once will have a big visual impact and may cause heave to the nearby property.
If the council is minded to approve this application, it would be good if some of the trees could be replaced by some other native trees, perhaps Silver Birch.
	


Any applications submitted prior to the meeting will be considered.
25/00359 70 Woodrow Chase
Details above.
Correspondence received:
Strode Farm Development: received a query regarding the removal of trees behind Lower Herne Road. This had been reported to the developer and CCC Planning and would be investigated. Some trees were due to be removed, but not all of them.
Dog poo bin missing: received reports that the dog poo bin at the corner of Hawe Farm Way and Broomfield Road had disappeared. This has been reported to CCC.
Applications approved by CCC.:
24/02273 4 Braid Drive
24/01336 Strode Farm, Lower Herne Road
24/02300 4 Lower Herne Road
25/00037 12 Radnor Close
24/01846 233 Canterbury Road
23/02152 Oakleigh, Bullockstone Road
To discuss any Highways issues:
Cllr Checksfield reported that the issues regarding vehicles parking on the grass triangle in Broomfield are getting worse. She said that at least 12 cars were parked on it recently. The vehicles concerned are causing obstructions and creating a hazard. The clerk said that she would contact Kent County Council Highways again regarding this. She said that it would be very helpful to have some photographs, if this was possible.

Meeting closed at 8.25pm.

