HERNE & BROOMFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Office, Herne Centre, St Martin’s View, Herne CT6 7AP
Minutes of the meeting of Herne & Broomfield Parish Council held at the Herne Centre on Thursday 10th April 2025 at 7.30pm, for the purpose of transacting the following business.
Present: 
Cllr Davis (Chairman)
Cllr Wilson (Vice-chairman)
Cllr Binstead
Cllr Blatherwick
Cllr Checksfield
Cllr Collins
Cllr Davison
Cllr Maslin
Cllr Strong
Cllr White
Michele Nicholson (Clerk/RFO)
056/25 To receive apologies for absence and accept reasons.
 Cllr Austin and Cllr Hill. Apologies and reasons for absence were accepted.
 County Cllr Marsh.
057/25 To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda and requests for dispensations.
 None.
058/25 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 13th March 2025.
 The minutes were agreed as a correct record.
059/25 To report on matters arising from the minutes, not on the agenda, for information only.
 None.
ADJOURNMENT FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
No members of the public were present.
060/25	 Chairman’s Announcements.
 	 Cllr Davis reported that an application had been received regarding the parish councillor vacancy.
 The interview has been scheduled for 15th April 2025 at 11.15am.
061/25	 Police Matters/Crime report. Circulated prior to meeting if received.
 No report had been received prior to the meeting.
062/25	 To receive reports from County Cllr Marsh, City Cllr Jones and Cllr Grace Paget.
 City Cllr Paget (read by City Cllr Jones)
 Regarding the fly-tipping issues raised at the last council meeting, requests for signage in the
 affected areas has been made.
 Canterbury City Council (CCC) Parking Enforcement has been contacted regarding the
 issues with refuse vehicles accessing Albion Close. A request to re-instate the double yellow
 lines had also been submitted.
 Kent County Council (KCC) Highways has been contacted regarding the potholes in Braggs Lane.
 City Cllr Jones
 City Cllr Jones reported that the concerns raised regarding the oak tree in Lower Herne Road
 had been passed to CCC Planning and the developers.
 He asked that any concerns raised by residents regarding the roundabout at the Eddington
 Interchange be forwarded to him.
063/25	 Clerk’s Report/Correspondence. Circulated prior to meeting.
 The clerk and admin assistant attended the SLCC Kent Branch AGM and Mini Conference on
 20th March 2025, 10.00am until 1.00pm, at Lenham Community Centre.
 A presentation was given by Mark from Aubergine 262 Ltd. regarding parish council websites.
 Mark explained how to make parish council websites work more efficiently and increase resident
 engagement. He also provided some does and don'ts regarding the use of social media. There was
 a lot of usual information to consider.
 Charmaine Keatley (Kent Association of Local Councils Chief Executive) spoke regarding Devolution
 and Local Government Reorganisation. She provided an update on the meetings that KALC had
 had to date with Kent County Council and the district/borough councils.
 The external audit documentation has been received from Forvis Mazars.
 There are still ongoing issues with using the parish council credit cards. The dual authentication
 has been set up, but the requests are being sent to Cllr Davis regardless of which card is used.
[bookmark: _Int_4A1HI356] The George Egg event was held on 28th March 2025, with 71 people attending. It was a successful
 event and very funny. George cooked three different dishes using some unusual equipment. The
 dishes were available for tasting at the end of the show. Throughout the whole show, alongside
 explaining what he was doing, he provided a comedy routine.
 The Craft Fair was held on 29th March 2025. 27 stalls were sold, selling a variety of different
 products and crafts. Although the number of people attending was lower than expected it was
 still a successful event. Some of the stall holders requested that future events be held. Another
 Craft Fair has been scheduled for 3rd May 2025, which will be a Herne Centre event.
 A reminder that the Quiz Night will be held on 11th April 2025 at 6.30pm.
064/25	 Finance.
 To ratify payments made since last meeting.
 CCC Business Rates: £5,389.20
 Total: £5,389.20
 To approve payments presented at this meeting; schedule and bank reconciliation supplied. 
 Payments were approved.
 To report on income received.
 Bookings: £5,664.63
 National Lottery Grant: £15,000.00
 Craft Fair stalls: £40.00
 Quiz Night tickets: £80.00
 Sum Up: £4.388.63
 Cash sales: £3,250.00
 George Egg tickets: £110.00
 100 Club: £24.00
 Total: £28,557.25
065/25 To receive the draft minutes of the Herne Centre Committee meeting held on 27th March 2025
 and to discuss any matters arising.
 The draft minutes were received.
 The clerk reported that some of the round tables were broken. The tables cannot be repaired
 and will need to be replaced. A quote to replace the tables had been received, along with a quote
 to purchase two transport trolleys for the large round tables. Members agreed to accept the
 quote of £2,185.34 (incl. VAT) to purchase replacement tables and two transport trolleys.
 Action: clerk.
066/25	 To receive the draft minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee meeting held on
 3rd April 2025 and to discuss any matters arising, and other planning and highways issues.
 The draft minutes were received.
 Cllr Checksfield noted that there was an error in the draft minutes. Members objected to
 application 25/00558, not supported it, as stated. The clerk replied that she would correct the
 minutes and notify CCC Planning accordingly. Action: clerk.
 Cllr Davis reported that she had responded, as Tree Warden, to 6 more tree work applications
 within the Herne Conservation area.
067/25	 To receive reports from council representatives on outside bodies and other organisations.
 None.
068/25 Environmental Issues including Tree & Pond Warden’s Report.
 Cllr Collins reported that a successful task day had been held at Broomfield Pond on 6th April 2025.
 Cllr Davis reported that four Wilder Blean HSI Data surveys are due to be undertaken,
 three in April and one in May. Kent Reptile & Amphibian Group (KRAP) undertook the first survey
 on 7th April 2025, in which 102 small Newts and 2 Great Crested Newts were
 recorded in her pond. KRAG will be surveying other ponds within West Blean Woods.
 Cllr Davis thanked the clerk and Elizabeth Lathwell for watering the new trees in Cherry Orchard.
 The trees at Broomfield Community Park will also need watering during the current dry period.
069/25 To discuss upcoming events and the allocation of income raised between the parish council and
	 the Herne Centre.
 A report had been circulated prior to the meeting.
 Members all agreed to contribute £200.00 from the income raised at parish council events held
 at the Herne Centre to the Herne Centre funds, provided that the income raised is more than
 £300.00. Action: clerk.
070/25 To discuss where the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) payment due of £2,799.83 will be
 allocated.
 Cllr Strong suggested that the payment be spent in Broomfield.
 Cllr White said that repairs are needed at the entrance to the allotments. Herne & Broomfield
 Allotment Society is currently obtaining quotes and exploring funding options.
 Members to consider other suggestions. Action: members.
071/25 To discuss the quotes received for the Herne Centre maintenance: flooring, Glulam, decorating
 and bar worktops.
 Reports had been circulated prior to the meeting.
 Members all agreed to accept the quote of £8,060.85 (in total) from BRB Woodwork to repair
 the floors in the main and small halls.
 Members all agreed to accept the quote of £2,600.00 (in total) from Bartlett Decorators to
 repair the Glulam and bar worktops.
 Members all agreed to accept the quote of £5,680.00 (in total) from A N Orchard to undertake
 the decorating.
 Action: clerk.
072/25 To discuss the quotes received to replace the signage at Broomfield Community Park.
 A report had been circulated prior to the meeting.
 The clerk reported that two local companies had been contacted, as requested by members,
 but were unable to provide this type of signage.
 Members all agreed to accept the quote of £522.63 (excl. VAT) from Signbase.
 Action: clerk.
073/25 Update regarding the works to the Multi-Use Games Area.
 The clerk reported that a grant of £15,000.00 had been received from the National Lottery
 towards the cost of the repairs.
 Deposits will need to be paid prior to the works beginning, as per the payment schedule.
 	 Action: clerk.
074/25	 Update regarding the progress of obtaining quotes to repair the Herne Centre heating system.
 A report had been circulated prior to the meeting.
 Cllr Blatherwick proposed adding a 10% contingency to the quote of £26,570.00.
 Members agreed to accept the quote of £26,570.00, with a contingency of up to £30,000.00.
 Cllr Davison abstained.
Cllr Davis thanked the admin assistant for preparing the reports and obtaining all the quotes.
075/25 To consider the assets within the parish that are currently the responsibility of Kent County
 Council (KCC) and Canterbury City Council (CCC) regarding the Local Government
 Reorganisation.
 A report was sent prior to the meeting.
 Cllr Davis reported that signatures are being collected regarding submitting requests to CCC to
 register School Lane Car Park, Cherry Orchard Playing Field, Curtis Wood Park and Broomfield
 Allotments as Assets of Community Value.
 Members agreed to submit these requests.
076/25 To discuss the nominations received for the Parish Council Award for Outstanding Contribution
 to the Community.
 The clerk reported that two nominations had been received.
 After a short discussion members agreed to nominate Marion Freeman, who organises the
 Book Share and Pre-School Story Time at the Herne Centre.
077/25 Update on the applications received to date for the positions of Herne Centre Weekend Events
 Supervisor and Herne Centre Cleaning Assistant.
 The clerk reported that several applications for the Cleaning Assistant position had been received
 and three for the Weekend Events Supervisor. Shortlisting for interview will take place on
 15th April 2025. Action: clerk.
078/25	 Members Reports.
 None.
079/25 The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on 15th May 2025, which will be the Annual
 Parish Council meeting.

Meeting closed at 9.00pm.
