HERNE & BROOMFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Office, Herne Centre, St Martin’s View, Herne CT6 7AP
Minutes of the meeting of the Herne & Broomfield Parish Council Planning & Highways Committee held at the Herne Centre on Thursday 8th May 2025 at 7.30pm, for the purpose of transacting the following business.
Present:
Cllr Blatherwick (Chairman)
Cllr Checksfield
Cllr Strong
Michele Nicholson (Clerk/RFO)
1. To receive apologies for absence and accept reasons.
Cllr Hill, Cllr White and Cllr Wilson. Apologies and reasons for absence were accepted.
2. [bookmark: _Int_Tsg0FXWi]To receive declarations of interest on items on the Agenda and requests for dispensations.
None.
3. To confirm the minutes of the planning meeting held on 3rd April 2025.
The minutes were approved as a correct record.
4. To report on matters arising from the minutes, not on the agenda, for information only.
Application 24/01689 Strode Farm: there is an amended landscape drawing for Phases C & D.
Speedwatch: the clerk has been contacted by Alan Watson (Speedwatch Manager). He has provided information regarding getting volunteers, including publicity and a link for the volunteer online training.
ADJOURNMENT FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
To allow members of the public to speak about items on the agenda.
No members of the public were present.
	Reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Comments on or by

	25/00627
	290 Canterbury Road
	T1-Bay tree, reduce by 50% in height located in the rear garden. T2 - Conifer tree, fell to ground level located in the front garden
	24/04/25

	
	
	This application had been decided prior to the meeting.
Members neither supported nor objected to this application.
Members agreed with the Tree Warden’s comments.
T1: Have no objection to the reduction of this tree by 50% as it will regrow. 
T2: It is a shame to have to remove a tree to extend a driveway. However, if the council is minded to approve this application, have no objection if another tree could be planted elsewhere within the front garden to replace it.
Any tree works to be undertaken should be between September and March, outside of the bird nesting season.
	

	25/00628
	5 Lower Herne Road
	T1 - To crown reduce neighbours Conifer tree by 50% in height and cut back any overhanging branches to boundary
	

	
	
	Members neither supported nor objected to this application.
Members agreed with the Tree Warden’s comments.
T1 - To crown reduce neighbours Conifer tree by 50% in height and cut back any overhanging branches to boundary as the tree is far too large for its current location and client has been advised the tree should be reduced so as not to affect the neighbour's new extension. 
The paperwork says the applicant is not the owner. Can only assume the applicant is the one who wants their neighbour’s tree cut so that they can build an extension. Do not feel it is necessary to reduce the tree by so much, as it will spoil the shape. Is the neighbour in agreement with this work.
Would suggest that any extension built takes into account the type of soil and includes the installation of root barriers to protect both the tree and the building. 
Any tree works to be undertaken should be between September and March, outside of the bird nesting season.
	

	25/00647
	89 Lower Herne Road
	T.P.O No 4 1986, T1. Quercus robur, Pedunculate Oak large, mature oak, prune back to the main stem, T2. Quercus ilex, Evergreen Oak, Crown lift over the carriageway to 5.2 metres, Crown lift 0.45m in from the kerb, minimum clearance of 2.4 metres over the footpath, T3. Fell Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore
	09/05/25

	
	
	Members objected to this application.
Members agreed with the Tree Warden’s comments. 
These trees on the corner of Lower Herne Road and Ash Close are very important to the street scene and it would be a great shame to lose any of this group of trees. 
T1: Do not support this large Pedunculate oak being pruned back to the main stem. This drastic work is likely to kill such a mature tree with shock. Although can see that some maintenance maybe necessary, cannot see a valid reason for such major work to this mature tree.
T2: Quercus ilex, evergreen oak, again this tree is important in the street scene. Understand that some crown lifting may be necessary as it is over the carriageway, but it is not on a bus route or an A road.
T3: Have no objection to this tree being pruned to shape but would prefer that it was not felled.#
Any tree works to be undertaken should be between September and March, outside of the bird nesting season.
	

	25/00641
	22 Streetfield
	Non- material amendment to planning permission CA/22/00635/FUL Two-storey side extension together with replacement porch to front elevation following removal of carport; to allow for revised design to the proposed porch consisting of smaller window and change in external wall materials
	25/04/25

	
	
	Members neither supported nor objected to this application.
Members made no comments.
	

	25/00173
	2 Stocks Walk
	Single-storey detached garage
	23/05/25

	
	
	Members neither supported nor objected to this application.
Members made no comments.
	


Any applications submitted prior to the meeting will be considered.
25/00173 2 Stocks Walk
Details above.
Correspondence received:
None.
Applications approved by CCC.:
24/01686 Strode Farm, Lower Herne Road
24/02026 Land adjoining 256 Canterbury Road
25/00359 70 Woodrow Chase
25/00406 69 Margate Road
25/00450 Herne CofE Junior School, School Lane
25/00313 2 Walcot Place
25/00627 290 Canterbury Road
Applications withdrawn:
25/00558 70 Woodrow Chase
To discuss any Highways issues:
Parking issues 70 Albion Lane: the clerk reported that this had been reported to Canterbury City Council (CCC). CCC had responded that parking enforcement would be attending.
Seymour Close: the clerk reported that a resident had raised concerns regarding at school times. The resident reported that vehicles were causing an obstruction.


Meeting closed at 7.50pm.

