HERNE & BROOMFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Office, Herne Centre, St Martin’s View, Herne CT6 7AP
Minutes of the meeting of the Herne & Broomfield Parish Council Planning & Highways Committee held at the Herne Centre on Thursday 3rd April 2025 at 7.30pm, for the purpose of transacting the following business.
Present:
Cllr Blatherwick (Chairman)
Cllr Checksfield
Cllr Strong
Cllr White
Michele Nicholson (Clerk/RFO)
1. To receive apologies for absence and accept reasons.
Cllr Hill and Cllr Wilson. Apologies and reasons for absence were accepted.
2. [bookmark: _Int_Tsg0FXWi]To receive declarations of interest on items on the Agenda and requests for dispensations.
None.
3. To confirm the minutes of the planning meeting held on 6th March 2025.
The minutes were approved as a correct record.
4. To report on matters arising from the minutes, not on the agenda, for information only.
Double yellow line requests: at the Joint Transport Board meeting held on 18th March 2025 the request regarding the Margate Road/The Meadows junction was approved. A request to shorten the double yellow lines in Barley Close was also approved.
Cllr Strong confirmed that the the double yellow lines at the Margate Road/The Meadows junction had been painted.
ADJOURNMENT FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
To allow members of the public to speak about items on the agenda.
No members of the public were present.
	Reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Comments on or by

	25/00374
	Chapel Cottage, Bogshole Lane
	Porch extension to front elevation
	04/04/25

	
	
	Members neither supported nor objected to this application. 
Members made no comments.
	

	25/00376
	16 Chalford Drive
	First floor side extension
	04/04/25

	
	
	Members neither supported nor objected to this application. 
Members made no comments.
	

	25/00406
	69 Margate Road
	Formation of access
	11/04/25

	
	
	Members neither supported nor objected to this application.
Members requested that the Kent County Council (KCC) Highways constraints are adhered to regarding visibility splays. Members were concerned that the trees situated at the corners of the boundary could cause an obstruction to the view of passing pedestrians. Members asked that a porous surface is used.
	

	25/00422
	Strode Farm, Lower Herne Road
	Details submitted pursuant to condition 26 (noise assessment) for all phases of planning permission CA/15/01317/OUT
	11/04/25

	
	
	This application had been decided prior to the meeting.
Members made no comments.
	

	25/00450
	Herne Church of England Junior School, School Lane
	T1 Horse Chestnut tree and T2 sycamore tree - Reduce both trees to a height of 4m which is historic points of pruning
	

	
	
	Members supported this application.
Members agreed with the Tree Warden’s comments.
These works will have a dramatic impact on the street scene until they regrow. However, as they are being cut back to historic points, have no objection. However, unless urgent the work should be delayed until the end of the bird nesting season. It would also be good if some of the removed logs were to remain on site, for habitats for wildlife. This could also be a learning opportunity for the school children.
	

	25/00512
	7 Ridgeway Walk
	T.P.O. no 5/1989, T1- Oak tree reduce the tree by 30% and re-shape all round located in the rear garden
	25/04/25

	
	
	Members supported this application.
Members agreed with the Tree Warden’s comments.
It seems that the request for work on this oak tree is just cosmetic, to improve its shape.
If Canterbury City Council (CCC) is minded to approve this application, the work should only be done outside of the bird nesting season and by a professional tree surgeon.
	

	25/00511
	100 Hunters Forstal Road
	Two storey side and single storey rear extensions including extended dormer to front
	25/04/25

	
	
	Members neither supported nor objected to this application.
Members asked that consideration be given to installing obscure glass in the window on the side elevation.
Members raised concerns that the proposed development would unbalance the appearance of the semi-detached bungalows. This could detract from the street scene, within a prominent location.
Members were also concerned that should CCC be minded to approve this application, consideration is given to the fact that the application site is located adjacent to a roundabout, which could cause problems with access to the site during the construction period.
	

	25/00500
	11 Hunters Forstal Road
	Single storey front and rear extensions following demolition of conservatory
	18/04/25

	
	
	Members neither supported nor objected to this application.
Members requested that the KCC Highways constraints are adhered to regarding visibility splays. Members were concerned that the wall piers situated on the boundary could cause an obstruction to the view of passing pedestrians. They were also concerned that the tree would be removed. Members commented that permission would need to be sought from KCC Highways for the proposed dropped curb.
	

	25/00558
	70 Woodrow Chase
	TPO no 3/2004, T7-Ash tree, fell to ground level located in the rear garden
	25/04/25

	
	
	Members objected to this application.
Members agreed with the Tree Warden’s comments.
This is the same address where they applied for several trees to be felled last month. 
This tree has been ticked as not being diseased, but the statement says it has Ash Die Back. Although the property is not within the Herne Conservation area, it is immediately adjacent to the Conservation Area. It is a dominant tree in the public landscape and will have an impact on the visual environment.
The potential danger of twigs dropping onto the footpath is understood. Guidance on the Government website states that, “If you manage ash trees near roads, railways, buildings and other publicly accessible land, you must consider the risks posed by infected ash. You should carry out a risk assessment for trees or woodlands in these areas. The owner of land where a tree stands is legally responsible for the health and safety of those who could be affected by that tree.
If you are unsure about health and safety risks, consult a fully insured tree management professional who holds a relevant qualification.” 
The Government guidance also states, “When you apply for a tree felling licence, you must inform the Forestry Commission if the trees to be felled are covered by a TPO or are in a conservation area.”
If possible, would like to see this tree retained, albeit with some remedial thinning.
	


Any applications submitted prior to the meeting will be considered.
25/00558 70 Woodrow Chase
Details above.
Correspondence received:
CCC: Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) payment of £2,799.83 due. The clerk said that this will be included in the agenda for the next council meeting, for discussion as to where to allocate the funds.
Applications approved by CCC.:
25/00274 The Lavenders, Canterbury Road
25/00200 15 Ruskins View
25/00287 Herne Windmill, Mill Lane
25/00155 36 The Downings
25/00422 Strode Farm, Lower Herne Road
25/00294 87 Broomfield Road
25/00190 62 Pigeon Lane
25/00201 67 Broomfield Road
Appeals lodged:
24/01616 Down Topsl, Bullockstone Road
To discuss any Highways issues:
Highways Improvement Plan (HIP): The clerk reported that she had been contacted by Annaliese Mortlake (KCC Highways Improvements Project Engineer) regarding the grass triangle in Lower Herne Road. This had been discussed as part of the HIP meeting. Annaliese has suggested installing double yellow lines on the corner to enforce against the parking and to install bollards to protect the verge. If the parish council would like to pursue this, she would arrange for an estimate to be produced. Members agreed to pursue the option of installing bollards. Action: clerk.
The clerk reported that the parish council had received a 30mph Toolkit. It will be necessary to find suitable locations to put up the banner and posters.
Speedwatch: The clerk reported that she had been contacted by Alan Watson (Kent Police) regarding an enquiry he received from CCC Cllr Grace Paget. Alan said that Kent Police could help with setting up a Speedwatch. He would be willing to attend a parish council meeting. The Speedwatch team work closely with KCC, and the data collected can be used as part of the HIP. Members agreed to proceed with setting up a Speedwatch. Action: clerk.
Some members raised concerns regarding a piece of land at the junction of Margate Road and Bayliss Court Road. The land has been cleared of vegetation, a fence erected and now appears to be part of a neighbouring property’s garden. The clerk said that this had been reported to KCC Highways and CCC. The piece of land is the responsibility of CCC, who are investigating. Action: CCC.
Cllr White reported that new road signs had been erected on the Eddington Interchange. The signs were causing confusion as they direct traffic along the unfinished Herne Relief Road. She had reported this and some of the signs had now been covered.


Meeting closed at 8.40pm.

