HERNE & BROOMFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Office, Herne Centre, St Martin’s View, Herne CT6 7AP
Minutes of the meeting of the Herne & Broomfield Parish Council Planning & Highways Committee meeting held at the Herne Centre on Thursday 6th February 2025 at 7.30pm, for the purpose of transacting the following business.
Present:
Cllr Blatherwick (Chairman)
Cllr Wilson (Vice-chairman)
Cllr Checksfield
Cllr Hill
Cllr Strong
Cllr White
Michele Nicholson (Clerk/RFO)
1. To receive apologies for absence and accept reasons.
No apologies were received, and all members were present.
2. [bookmark: _Int_Tsg0FXWi]To receive declarations of interest on items on the Agenda and requests for dispensations.
None.
3. To confirm the minutes of the planning meeting held on 2nd January 2025.
The minutes were approved as a correct record.
4. To report on matters arising from the minutes, not on the agenda, for information only.
The clerk reported that two previous applications had amended drawings.
These were:	24/01843 Rear of 1 The Bungalow: screen added to one side of the balcony.
24/01871 9 Savernake Drive: reduced from 2 bedrooms to 1 bedroom.
ADJOURNMENT FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
To allow members of the public to speak about items on the agenda.
No members of the public were present.
	Reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Comments on or by

	24/02273
	4 Braid Drive
	Two-storey rear extension.
	07/02/25

	
	
	Members neither supported nor objected to this application.
Members commented that access from the front of the property to the rear would be difficult as it appears there will not be a door between the property and the garage. In addition, it could be difficult to construct the proposed extension without entering the neighbouring property due to its proximity to the boundary. It is also not clear whether it will be necessary to demolish the garage.
	

	24/01689
	Strode Farm, Lower Herne Road
	Reserved matters application for the approval of appearance, access, landscaping, layout and scale for development of Phases C and D consisting of 296 residential properties, alongside the provision of all associated infrastructure, parking, servicing, landscaping, utilities, and open space, pursuant to outline planning permission CA/15/01317/OUT.
	31/01/25

	
	
	Members neither supported nor objected to this application.
Members commented that there was a lot of tandem parking. Regarding EV charging points, it is not clear how these would be achieved and where the EV points would be situated. 
Also, with reference to the drawings, no fencing is indicated along the boundary between the development and the existing properties in Lower Herne Road. Members asked for clarification regarding what boundary treatment is proposed as fencing will be needed. 
	

	24/02300
	4 Lower Herne Road
	Single-storey side and rear extension together with external alterations including material changes.
	07/02/25

	
	
	Members neither supported nor objected to this application.
Members made no comments.
	

	25/00037
	12 Radnor Close
	Single-storey rear extension
	14/02/25

	
	
	Members neither supported nor objected to this application.
Members made no comments.
	

	25/00155
	36 The Downings
	Single-storey rear extension together with two-storey and first floor front extension.
	28/02/25

	
	
	Members neither supported nor objected to this application.
Members made no comments.
	

	25/00111
	Strode Farm, Lower Herne Road
	Reserved matters application for the approval of appearance, access, landscaping, layout and scale for development of Phase B consisting of 104 residential properties, demolition of no. 1 and no.2 Strode Farm Cottages alongside the provision of all associated infrastructure, parking, servicing, landscaping, utilities, and open space, pursuant to outline planning permission CA/15/01317/OUT.
	

	
	
	Members neither supported nor objected to this application.
Members commented that there was a lot of tandem parking and a limited amount of visitor parking. Regarding EV charging points, it is not clear how these would be achieved and where the EV points would be situated.
Also, a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) is not attached to the application. Members raised concerns regarding how construction vehicles would access the development site, and which roads would be used.
	


Any applications submitted prior to the meeting will be considered.
25/00155 36 The Downings
25/00111 Strode Farm, Lower Herne Road
Details above.
Correspondence received:
None.
Applications approved by CCC.:
24/02149 Land between Aspen Road and Falcon Close
24/02080 8 Halford Close
24/01027 9 Ellis Way
24/02250 Hoathwood House, Canterbury Road
24/02109 Waltersville, Bullockstone Road
To discuss any Highways issues:
To discuss the next stages regarding the proposed Highways Improvement Plan (HIP).
The clerk reported that she, Cllr Davis and Cllr Blatherwick had had a meeting with Annaliese Mortlake (KCC Highways Project Engineer) regarding the HIP.
The following items were discussed.
· Parking at school times:
Walking Bus, WOW programmes, School Travel Plans, and School Streets.
Annaliese to contact Iona Rogulski (KCC Transport Planner), the officer responsible for overseeing school travel issues.
· 30mph Toolkits:
KCC can provide the parish council with 2 or 3 toolkits.
· Speed Watch:
Annaliese suggested sharing equipment and volunteers with other parish councils. She proposed contacting KCC Cllr Dan Watkins regarding the Beltinge speed watch scheme. Getting volunteers is the greatest difficulty. Any scheme would need an assessment by Kent Police.
· A291 speed limit reduction between Herne Village and Bullockstone Road Roundabout:
Annaliese to request 40mph/Slow roundels to be painted at certain points along the route. The distances required to enable road speed limit changes are too short. The parish council to report the vegetation encroaching across the boundary of the footway, and to ask for the footway to be sided out, to widen the footway.
· Parking on the grass triangles in Lower Herne Road, and at the junction of Broomfield Road and Ford Road:
The Lower Herne Road grass triangle, Annaliese suggested adding another parking bay and installing some bollards. She will obtain costings to do this. The parish council would need to engage with residents in the area.
The grass triangle at the junction of Broomfield Road and Ford Road bollards would be more difficult. As a cultivation licence had been refused the most effective solution would be to install bollards. However, approximately 18 bollards would be required and would be expensive to install. Also, there is insufficient on-street parking available in the area, therefore installing bollards could create another problem elsewhere. Annaliese will obtain costings for installing bollards.
· 20s Plenty:
Annaliese said that average speed data would need to be collected for any areas likely to be within any proposed 20mph zone. Roads that were suggested were Margate Road, Hunters Forstal Road, School Lane, Herne St, Mill Lane and Broomfield Road. Data would be collected for these areas.
· Quiet Lanes:
Annaliese said that these are no longer being suggested as they are not supported by the Department for Transport. She did propose that frail pedestrian signs could be installed in Lower Herne Road, especially near to Strode Park Foundation. She suggested the parish council contact Strode Park Foundation regarding this.
To discuss whether to request double yellow lines in Lindridge Close.
The clerk reported that the parish council had received a complaint regarding residents in Steed Close parking in the turning areas. Members agreed to request double yellow lines for Lindridge Close.

Meeting closed at 9.00pm.

