HERNE & BROOMFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Office, Herne Centre, St Martin’s View, Herne CT6 7AP
Minutes of the meeting of the Herne & Broomfield Parish Council Planning & Highways Committee held at the Herne Centre on Thursday 6th November 2025 at 7.30pm, for the purpose of transacting the following business.
Present:
Cllr Blatherwick (Chairman)
Cllr Austin
Cllr Checksfield
Cllr Hill
Cllr Strong
Cllr Wilson
Michele Nicholson (Clerk/RFO)
1. To receive apologies for absence and accept reasons.
Cllr Binstead. Apologies and reasons for absence were accepted.
2. [bookmark: _Int_Tsg0FXWi]To receive declarations of interest on items on the Agenda and requests for dispensations.
None.
3. To confirm the minutes of the planning meeting held on 2nd October 2025.
The minutes were approved as a correct record.
ADJOURNMENT FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
To allow members of the public to speak about items on the agenda.
No members of the public were present at the meeting.
4. To receive a report from the Clerk, including any correspondence.
KCC Cabinet Member for Highways & Transport:
A response had been received regarding the Broomfield grass triangle. Officers have been asked to investigate, and a site visit has been undertaken. Awaiting responses from the utility companies regarding any utilities in the area. Once received and reviewed Kevin Gore, Kent County Council Highways Manager for the area, will contact the parish council to discuss and proceed with the cultivation licence application.
24/01903 North of Bullockstone Road:
This application will be discussed by Canterbury City Council Planning Committee on 11th November 2025.
21/00158 Land at Hillborough:
Re-consulting for the following reasons:
Addendum to the transport section of the Environmental Statement Amended Illustrative Masterplan,
Drainage Note,
Open Space Calculations.
Annual Parking Review:
The deadline for requests is 1st December 2025. Consultations will take place in January 2026.
	Reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Comments on or by

	25/01789
	82 School Lane
	Single-storey rear extension with balcony together with dormer to rear elevation following the demolition of existing garage
	31/10/25

	
	
	Members neither objected to nor supported this application.
Members raised concerns regarding potential overlooking from the balcony into neighbouring properties.
	

	25/01808
	1 Falcon Close
	T1-Cypress, Crown reduce tree by 4m in height and 2m in width
	27/10/25

	
	
	Members neither objected to nor supported this application.
Members agreed with the Tree Warden’s comments.
No objection to reducing the crown.
	

	25/01804
	25 Dean Croft
	Single-storey side extension
	07/11/25

	
	
	Members neither objected to nor supported this application.
Members made no comments.
	

	25/01782
	7 St. Martin’s View
	Fell 2 Conifer trees located at the rear of the garden, White beam in rear garden - has decay in main trunk. Lift and reduce some larger lateral branches by 30%. Mixed hedgerow between house and public footpath - reduce to height of the guttering on the house
	

	
	
	This application had already been decided.
Members neither objected to nor supported this application.
Members agreed with the Tree Warden’s comments.
No objection to removing the conifers and the works to make the whitebeam safe. No objection to management of the hedge as described. All work must be done outside of the bird nesting season.
	

	25/01805
	10 Ridgeway Road
	Details submitted pursuant to condition 5 (Drainage Strategy) of planning permission CA/24/01080/FUL
	07/11/25

	
	
	Members neither objected to nor supported this application.
Members raised concerns regarding the potential for flooding, particularly from the wetland area. No information has been provided regarding whether the raised/bunded area will be waterproofed. If not, there is a risk of water out fall through the bank/bund into Forgefields. 
Members also raised concerns regarding the harvester tank/catch pit, as the drawings indicate that this will be sealed at the bottom. How will the tank be emptied once it becomes full?
Members asked that these works are carefully monitored given the previous experiences regarding this development.
	

	25/01830
	47 Lower Herne Road
	T2-T4- Damson trees, crown reduce row of 3 trees by 1 metre to previous points and shape
	

	
	
	Members neither objected to nor supported this application.
Members agreed with the Tree Warden’s comments.
No objection to reducing the crowns of these Damson trees. It is important to avoid pruning damsons during the dormant season or in mid-to late autumn, to minimise the risk of infection from silver leaf disease and bacterial canker. Silver leaf fungus infects the wood through wounds and causes a silvering of the leaves followed by death of the branch. Established trees should be pruned in summer, between April to September and ideally in July or August.
Members suggested that pruning should take place at the end of September to avoid the bird nesting season.
	

	25/01944
	17 Ash Close
	T P O No 4 1986, T1 - Oak tree located to right side boundary. Reduce back to previous point of reduction height of approximately 2.5-3m and 1.5-2m radially
	28/11/25

	
	
	Members neither objected to nor supported this application.
Members agreed with the Tree Warden’s comments.
No objection to reduction back to previous points provided the works are carried out by a competent tree surgeon. All work must be done outside of the bird nesting season.
	

	25/01951
	49 Herne Street
	T1)crown reduce Bay tree by 1.5 - 2 metres in height (25%), trim sides and shape into a sphere on rear side boundary, T2) crown reduce Scots Pine tree by up to 1 metre where required in both height and lateral spread (10%) and rebalance the crown on rear side boundary. Crown 4m, T3) & T4) re-pollard 2 Sycamore trees to previous points on rear side boundary
	

	
	
	Members neither objected to nor supported this application.
Members agreed with the Tree Warden’s comments.
No objection, although it is a shame that the Scots pine is already a funny shape.
	


Any applications submitted prior to the meeting will be considered.
25/01951 49 Herne Street
Applications approved by CCC:
25/01633 30 Norton Avenue
25/01152 51 Albion Lane
25/01586 19 Hunters Forstal Road
25/01782 7 St. Martin’s View
To discuss any Highways issues.
Cllr Austin reported that the Environment & Leisure Committee had discussed the traffic problems through the centre of Herne village. He suggested that a yellow hatched area could be installed to allow space for vehicles exiting the roundabout by Herne Post Office. Cllr Blatherwick said that she would meet with Cllr Austin to have a look. Action: Cllrs Austin and Blatherwick.
Cllr Checksfield reported that she had been contacted by residents in Broomfield concerned that their properties will now fall outside the catchment area for the Herne schools with the building of the Strode Farm development. Cllr Blatherwick said that a plot of land between the Redrow and Stillwater Park developments had been identified as a potential site for a new primary school, but this had not been progressed.
Cllr Hill raised the issue regarding the new Herne Relief Road roundabout signs again. The clerk said that this had been reported numerous times and this would continue. Action: clerk.



Meeting closed at 8.30pm.
