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Introduction

Herne and Broomfield Parish Council recognises the vital role played by local organisation’s, voluntary groups, and charities in supporting and improving the community. The Council may award small grants to help these groups deliver projects and services that benefit the Parish or residents of the Parish, and which are not directly controlled or administered by the Council.
This policy explains the principles and procedures governing the awarding of grants to ensure a fair, open, and transparent process.

Powers

Herne and Broomfield Parish Council may issue grants under several legal powers available to them.
Herne & Broomfield Parish Council has the General Power of Competence (England). This is a “power of first resort” and gives the Council the power to do anything that individuals may generally do, as long as it is within the law.
The Local Government Act 1972, Section 137 (as amended) empowers local councils to award grants to organisations, where no specific grant making power exists in legislation. Section 137 states “A local authority may incur expenditure which in their opinion is in the interest of, and will bring direct benefit to, their area or any part of it or all or some of its inhabitants.” 
Where other specific statutory powers exist, the Council will use those powers as appropriate.

Purpose of a Grant
The Parish Council’s grant scheme aims to:
· Support community-led or charitable groups initiatives that improve the quality of life of parish residents.
· Encourage volunteering, social inclusion, and community cohesion.
· Help local groups to develop projects that deliver tangible local benefits.
· Enhances the quality of life for Parish residents.
Grants may be awarded to support:
· One-off community projects or events.
· Start-up costs for new initiatives.
· Purchase of equipment or materials.
· Improvements to community facilities including recreation and sporting opportunities.
· Environmental, educational, or social activities.
· Provides a service for the Parish residents.
· Improving the environment in the Parish.
· Promoting the Parish of Herne and Broomfield in a positive way.
Grants will not be awarded to fund routine running costs, wages, or activities that have already taken place.

Local Priorities
While all eligible applications will be considered on their merits, the Parish Council particularly wishes to support projects that:
· Encourage environmental responsibility and contribute to reducing pollution (e.g., projects reducing car use, promoting cycling, walking, or shared transport).
· Provide activities or opportunities for children and young people, as well as older, vulnerable or socially isolated people within the parish.
· Promote green and sustainable initiatives, such as biodiversity projects, recycling, tree planting, or energy-saving measures.

Eligibility Criteria
Applications are invited from:
· Voluntary, charitable, or community organisations.
· Clubs or societies with a constitution or governing document.
· Faith-based organisations for community (non-religious) projects.
· Schools or educational groups for activities benefiting the wider community.

Applicants must:
· Demonstrate direct benefit to the residents of Herne and Broomfield.
· Be non-profit-making.
· Be able to show a bank statement with an account in its own name.

Grants will not be awarded to:
· Individuals or private businesses.
· Political or lobbying organisations.
· Projects that do not benefit parish residents.
· Organisations that have not provided requested monitoring information from a previous grant.

Funding Limits
· The maximum grant per application is £500.
· The maximum total funding available per financial year is £500.
· The Council reserves the right to award a smaller amount than requested or to attach specific conditions to any grant.

Grant Application Process

The Parish Clerk will receive all grant applications in the first instance. All the necessary information will be collated from the applicant and presented at the appropriate parish council meeting for discussion.
Applications:
· can be received at any time.

· must be made using the Parish Council Grant Application Form which is available from the Parish Clerk or on the Herne and Broomfield Parish Council website.

· must demonstrate a clear need for the funding.

· that are incomplete may not be considered.




Assessment and Decision-Making

In assessing applications, the Parish Council will consider:

· The extent of direct benefit to parish residents.

· The level of community support and involvement.

· The financial need and sustainability of the organisation or project.

· Alignment with the Council’s local priorities (see Local Priorities).

· The availability of funds within the Council’s annual budget.


Herne and Broomfield Parish Council’s decision is final and will be communicated in writing. There is no right of appeal.
Funds are limited and guidance can be given to applicants on how much is available at that time.

Conditions of Funding
· Grants must be used solely for the purpose stated in the application.
· Any unspent funds must be returned to the Parish Council before the end of the financial year in which it is awarded.
· If the project cannot proceed, the Parish Council must be notified immediately.
· The Parish Council will request evidence of expenditure and outcomes achieved through a Grant Monitoring form which will be sent at the point you have received the funds and must be completed once all funds have been spent or before the end of the financial year whichever is sooner.
· Recipients are encouraged to acknowledge the Parish Council’s support in any publicity.
· Repeat applications will be considered but may be given lower priority to ensure fair distribution.
· The organisation must be non-profit or charitable and cannot be operated as a private business.
· The administration of and accounting of any grant awarded shall be the responsibility of the recipient.
· Applications cannot be made retrospectively.
· Only one grant will be awarded at a time. An organisation that has previously received a grant will need to submit a new application if they wish to apply again.
· Each application will be assessed on its own merits.
· Nothing contained in this policy shall prevent the Council from exercising, at any time, its existing duty of power in respect of providing financial assistance or grants to local organisations under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972, Section 137.


Policy Review

This policy will be reviewed every two years or sooner if required, due to changes in legislation or Parish Council priorities.
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